
expulsive act of tho uterus, against the soft parts of the mother,
and notwithstanding the intervening scalp, produced in this way very
exquisite suffering. 1 broke open the scalp, allowed its fluid con-
tents, which were of u most foetid character, to escape, grasped the
flaccid mass, and, pressing tho bones inward, drew the foetus away,
although with considerable difficulty. The funis was found to be
wound twice, most firmly, around the neck of the child ; and it was
evident from the manner in which the epidermis had been removed
from the parts beneath'the stricture, that this condition of things was
not recent, but of long continuance. I removed the foetus, with the
funis and placenta, without in any way disturbing the relation of tho
cord to the neck. The placenta I found to present the appearance
to which the term " tubercular " has been, somewhat loosely, applied.
The offensive odor of the fluid contents of the head, and also that
of the rest of the body, together with the degree of exfoliation of
the epidermis, indicated that death must have occurred at about the
time of the mother's first convulsive seizure (between seven and
eight weeks before).

I have presented the foetus, &c., together with this narrative, to
the notice of the Society, because it seemed to me that the possible
connection of the strangling of the child, and consequent sudden
disturbance of the maternal circulation from the entire cessation of
that between the mother and child, with the convulsive seizures, and
perhaps, also, with the condition of the placenta, presented manyand interesting subjects for thought, and not by any means devoid of
practical interest and value. I refrain from speculating on the mat-
ter, simply offering the specimen and the preceding narrative.

Henry A. Martin.Roxbury, March 10th, 1862.

[The above case was read by Dr. Jackson, and the foetus shown,
with the cord wound twice tightly round the neck, as at the time of
birth ; also the diseased placenta.]

THE OPHTHALMOSCOPE\p=m-\A REVIEW OF WHAT HAS ALREADY
APPEARED IN ENGLISH UPON IT.

By B. Joy Jeffries, M.D.
[Concluded from page 191.]

It will perhaps be asked, has nothing appeared upon this side of the
water on the ophthalmoscope ? In some of our journals there have
been occasionally valuable papers—mostly, however, calling atten-
tion to it and its results. We wish this had been all. We regret
to say that something further has appeared, with regard to which
our terms must be different from those employed in reference to the
English books on this subject.At the 11th annual meeting of the American Medical Association,held at Washington in May, 1858, the Prize Committee awarded a
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prize of $100.00 to Dr. Pallen, of St. Louis, for an essay upon
" Vision and some of its anomalies as revealed by the Ophthalmo-
scope." This is published in the 11th volume of the Transactions of
the Association, and is therefore to go abroad as endorsed by the
Association, and through it by the profession in general. Against
this, as a member of the Association, we would strongty protest.
To show that we are not alone in this, we quote the following from
the April number of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences,
1859. It is in a review of the American Medical Association's
Transactions, signed, " E. H." " There is nothing in the rudimen-
tary account of the anatomy and physiology of the eye, with its
diagrams and zoological introduction, which prefaces the somewhat
more elaborate sketch of what is known of color blindness and some
other anomalies of vision, or even in all this together, that need have
led the prize committee to mistake a praiseworthy exposition for an

original production, or even a professor's thèse de concours." " We
are at a loss, therefore, to comprehend the rationale of the process
by which they reached a conclusion which must compromise the As-
sociation with all readers at home and abroad, who know anything
of the progress of the science of ophthalmology in the last five
years. Happily the number of those who are thus informed in this
country is by no means small ; and enough has been done by Ame-
rican writers on the ophthalmoscope to redeem the profession of the
country from the mortifying imputation to which the hasty action of
the prize committee has subjected our national congress."

We should have supposed that such a criticism would have pre-
vented any further communications; but in the 13th Vol. of the
Transactions, 1860, we find a " Report on the various Surgical Ope-
rations for the relief of Defective Vision," by Dr. Pallen. This
has called forth the following remarks from " D. F. C." in the Janu-
ary number of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences. " The
paper of Dr. Pallen is not such a one as we should have expected
to find among the transactions of a body which, like the American
Medical Association, professes to represent the talent, and to wield
the influence of the medical profession of our country for the eleva-
tion of the character and for the enlargement of the attainments of
its members. The paper under consideration cannot present the
slightest claim to originality. It is simply a compilation of the lead-
ing facts and deductions furnished by standard authorities on the
subjects treated of, not, upon the whole, very well arranged, nor

couched, always, in the most accurate language. It contains no im-
portant facts drawn from the personal observations of the author ;
nothing, in fact, which is not far better set forth in the leading
authoritative works on ophthalmology, with which our libraries are
so abundantly supplied. Dr. Pallen proposes, he tells us, to com-

plete, in a future communication, the history of the several defects
of vision not yet treated of by. him. If the promised communica-
tion is to be of the same character as the one under consideration,
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we trust that it may not be ordered for publication. It is high time
that the printed transactions of our national medical congress should
be protected from the insertion of mere compilations on any sub-
ject—of communications destitute of originality in respect to tho
facts they comprise, or to the deductions which the author bases on
such facts."

This we must certainly endorse, and would call the attention of
those having charge of the next publication, to it.

Now as to the prize essay on the ophthalmoscope. It occupies
seventy pages of the Transactions. The first half of this is not at
all concerned with the ophthalmoscope, and for that reason we pass
it over. We cannot, however, forbear mentioning that the engrav-
ing, fig. 5, p. 881, representing a section of the human eye, is most
unpardonably incorrect, and illustrates an equally unpardonable
mis-statement, namely : " The faculty of the eye to accommodate
itself to distances is physically owing to the displacement of the
crystalline lens through the action of the ciliary muscle (tensor cili-
aris), and the erectile tissue of the ciliary processes." Should this
meet the eye of Helmholz or Donders, as in a prize essay of the
American Medical Association in 1858, they might well say of their
labors, " cui bono."

The theory and optics of the ophthalmoscope arc passed over

altogether too cursorily ; and certainly one unacquainted with the
subject could not agree with the author that " the modus operandi of
this eye-speculum is readily understood by referring to the annexed
figure," figure 8, p. 900. There is no explanation or indication of the
two different methods of examination with the "upright" and the
" inverted image." The author says he " prefers and uses Dcs-
marres's instrument, on account of its simplicity." That is, ho em-

employs the " inverted image," and seems to be practically unac-

quainted with those instruments best intended for the " upright
image," for he says, "Jäger's ophthalmoscope is said by many to
be the most complete yet devised, but its complications are such
that when Desmarres's can possibly be used it is by far the more
preferable." We pass over the compiled account of the normal
and pathological ophthalmoscopic appearances, and come to the re-

presentations of the same contained in eleven colored figures, of
which the American Medical Journal reviewer says : " Perhaps, since
there arc no marks of original investigation, no statistics, no records
of observation or experiment, nothing, in short, but the literary and
critical, if not practical, merit which should characterize every paperadmitted into the published Transactions, the hearts of our respectedumpires were won, or their own visions confused, by the imposing
array of illustrations which are appended to this essay. Here, Iioav-
ever, the committee is again unfortunate, inasmuch as the pictures,although excellent in themselves, are nearly all < verified and color-
ed ' copies fi'om Jäger, and present faces which had already become
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familiar to the student as well as the practitioner in many parts of
the United States, to say nothing of British and continental readers."

Now all but three of these figures are taken from Prof. Ed. von

Jäger's pamphlet, entitled " Staar und Staaroperationen," Vienna,
1854. Von Jäger's are simply coarse engravings, not colored, and
only intended to give the outlines of the nerve entrance, vessels, &c.
Prof. Jäger expressed regret that they were ever published. He
afterwards, in 1855, published his magnificent colored engravings,
entitled " Beiträge zur Pathologie des Auges." It was from these
Mr. Hulke copied some of his beautiful plates. We cannot under-
stand why Dr. Pallen did not do the same. His outlines are mode-
rately accurate, although not carefully copied from Prof. Jäger's.
The coloring of these plates, however, we cannot possibly compre-
hend. It is original with the author, who says : " It should be borne
in mind that none of the figures are colored by Jäger, and the wri-
ter reproduces them almost as an entire series. Also it should be
remembered that the coloring has not been altogether in accordance
with Jäger's descriptions." Will Dr. Pallen pretend to say that he
ever saw such as appears in the Transactions, in the human eye ?
Did the prize committee ? How could the publishing committee al-
low such plates to be placed in the Transactions, if they had ever
seen the bottom of the human eye through the ophthalmoscope ?
Fig. 1 is a " normal eye as presented through Desmarres's ophthal-
moscope. The subject from whom the figure was drawn is a bru-
nette of a marked type." On page 906, speaking of the choroidal
pigment, the author says : " And so it varies in blonde and brunette ;
the one having blue eyes, fair hair and complexion, has less pig-
mentum ; the other, with a flashing eye, sparkling like the meteor of
an August night, with hair as the raven's wing, and face as the
olive's hue, possesses a choroid strongly charged with pigmentum."
We must still think this would not account for the extraordinary col-
oring of figure 1.

Fig. 2 is from Jäger. Dr. Pallen says : " The spot whence spring
the artery and vein is covered by an exudation plasma." Jäger
states nothing of this kind ; in fact, the appearance is simply caused
by the mode of entrance of the vessels.

Fig. 3 from Jäger, who only stated what he saw. Dr. Pallen
adds most original coloring and explanation.

Fig. 4 from Jäger, who says the retina appeared darker red than
usual. There is certainly no indication of it in this plate.

Fig. 5 from Jäger. The color is wrongly placed. The pigment
round the optic nerve entrance is familiar and normal, and has no
such meaning as is attributed to it. Figs. 6, 7, 8, are also from
Jäger, with most original coloring.

Fig. 9 from Jäger. This, in the original, is a case of glaucoma,
with bluish tinge and " cupping " of the optic nerve. " The writer
gives the figure, and colors it to represent as nearly as possible the
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appearance of the fuvthts of the membrane of envelope surrounding a

cysticcrcns of the papilla." A good deal has been done with color,
but hardly this. Moreover, Dr. Pallen says he saw a case in Gracfc's
clinique at Berlin. In the first volume, first part of Gracfc's Ar-
chiv für Ophthalmologie, cases are reported of cysticercus on tho
retina and two excellent colored prints of the appearance of the
worm as seen through the ophthalmoscope. In the second part, also,
of the same volume, is a case reported by Dr. Liebreich of a cysti-
cercus on the retina, and a good colored print of the worm as scon

through the ophthalmoscope. These were published in 1855. Why
could not Dr. Pallen have copied from them ? Anyone perfectly ac-

quainted with the subject would, upon comparison, be at once struck
with the extraordinary want of truthfulness of the author's repre-
sentation.

Finally, we arc afraid " Albumen in the Urine " would never be
diagnosticated from Fig. 10, or " Hyperaemia papillae ct retinae "

from Fig. 11. Jäger's rough sketches arc made with the "erect
image " ; this Dr. Pallen does not mention, and, in fact, nowhere
seems to recognize the difference or existence of the two methods.

It is in no spirit of unkindncss that we have written the above.
There is certainly great blame resting somewhere, that our Associa-
tion should be subjected to the remarks and the opinions which the
publication of such an essay and such plates have called forth. We
hope a similar circumstance will not occur again, and we have spo-
ken of it so fully and in such terms because it was the first lengthy
piece on this subject that has appeared in our country, and was ac-

companied with attempts at exhibiting ophthalmoscopic appearances.
Some apology we also felt was due our medical friends and brethren
on the other side of the Atlantic, who have been thus unfortunately
misrepresented and ignored.

March 31si, 1862.

Reports of MedicalSocieties.
EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL

IMPROVEMENT. BY FRANCIS MINOT, M.D., SECRETARY.

Fkb. 2tth.—Foramen through the Olecranon Fossa of the North Ame-
rican Indians.—Dr. Jackson showed one humérus and parts of four
others, in four of which five specimens there existed a large foramen.
They were sent to Dr. II. G. Clark by Dr. P. A. O'Connell, his for-
mer pupil and now a Surgeon in the U. S. Army. While the regiment
to which Dr. O'C. was attached was encamped, last June, upon Long
Island, in Boston harbor, the bones, which, it may be taken for grant-
ed, were of Indian origin, were disinterred ; and the following account
of them was sent to Dr. C. by Dr. O'C. :—

" They were discovered by some of the men, while digging a trench
about ten feet from the edge of the bank which overhangs the sea-

6üore, fronting towards Fort Warren. The remains of eight or ten
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